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By "Tom Lambert ‘ .
of The Herald Tribune Staff s
; WASHINGTON.

shot down over Communist East Giermany has been re-
Meved of his command, sources at the Pentagon revealed
yesterday.

7 men may have been lax in their navigation when they
«.. strayed over the Iron Curtain March 10.
' The three fllers parachuted to safety after their plane,
an RB-66B reconnaissance bomber, was shot down by a
"Russian MIG fighters. After vigorous official American pro-
- tests and demands for their return, the Russians released ..
,one of the airmen Malch 20 and the other two last Friday. ,
. 1

Caol. Althur Small, commander of the 10th Tactical Re-

"~ connaissance Wing at Alconbury Air Base, in England, was
o relleved of his command 15 days after the R-66B was shof;1
.+ down, Pentagon sources said, The RB 66B was parb of ;

the 10th Wing’s 19th Squadron, wilch is based at 'I‘oul-
. Rosleres, in France. Col, Smalr has been replaced by Col.:
Dewitt 8. Spain.

. T It'was uncerstood Col. Small’s re- assignment from the'™
. 10th Wing to Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff for Operas |
;. "tions at 17th Alr Force headquarters in Ramstein, Ger-w
- --many, was' made while Gen. Gurtis Lemay, Air Force Chief .
- of Staff, was on a Eurppean Inspection trip.-

Meanwhile, ./ Pentagon sources 'said, preliminary. mter- l

Q,' rogation of the fliers by American Air Force oﬁicers in
Germany indicates onexof the planes compasses was not
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. 'I'he commeanding officer of the three American ﬂiels '

- At the same time these sources admitted that the air- .

,.;

"

..‘

working properly during the flight and that the alrmen
.:lalled to use other navigatlon alds to chéck theilr where~,
abouts. e B

According to one unconﬂrmed report ttrom a.notherl
. source, the fllers once told their ground controllers they
' 'were near or over the North Sea when they actua.lly were

’ nowhere near it.

'The same source also suggested that ground control
‘of the RB-66B durnig its flight was not satisfactory, . .

: In its protests and demands for the fllers’ return, the’
United States insisted the RB-66B strayed madvertantly'
into East German airspace March 10 and was not on an,
intelligence mission, as the Russians elaimed.

_When Intelligence missions fail, the agents sometimes

are blamed by thelr own governments as part of the “cover"’ o
story. But Pentagon sources yesterday to support the U, 8. 4

position that the RB-66B had strayed accldentauy over
the Iron Curtain.

The U. 8. yesterday denled again the camera equipped '

RB-66B. was taking photographs when it was shot down.y
That charge had been aired in the Soviet propaganda press.,

“as far as I know,” & State Departmeny spokesman
sa.id the plane “was not”. taking pictures. : o

- The ‘spokesman added thaﬁ ‘the plane “was oub of con-‘g
" tact with ‘the United States Alr: Torce” when it was downed. } i
" According to ‘some unconﬁrmed' ports, ground contmllers
.-tried to’ recall the RB-66B as:ibvappxoached East German ;
airspace, but’ the crew dld, .not espo ,

< | The “State. Department;has’ e
‘reports of"air Force interrozatio

- filers, the spokesman sald. B
‘. about the reports. - o
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